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Minutes of the Golden Triangle Chapter CPOA

General Membership Meeting

17 November 2009
Attendance:

Edward Lee, BMCM (ret.)


Linda Laswell, YNCS 
Nick Beaver, BMC

Kelly Salassi, YNC

Victor Ramirez, HSC

Greg Feister, BMC

Chris Salmeron, MSTC

Chris Caulfield, MKC
General membership meeting called to order at 1800 by the President Linda Laswell.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Moment of silence.

Minutes:  Minutes from last meeting on 20 October 2009 were read.  Nick Beaver made a motion to accept the minutes.  Master Chief Lee 2nd the motion and the minutes were approved.
Treasurer’s Report:  Our current balance is $3148.95.  Outstanding amounts are $827.10 and $3485.62 (Holiday Inn).  Pending for deposit is a check for $140.00, money for about 50 dinner tickets and CCTI morning deposit.  Holiday Inn needs to be paid $3523.95.       
Correspondence:  
· MD Anderson’s request for another donation will be discussed next month.  
· We are committed to support the CPO Academy dinner in May 2010 with $250.00.
· No changes in membership strength

Old Business:  
· Master Chief Price will not emcee the entire CCTI dinner only the middle part of the ceremony.  
· American Legion Hall was checked by Nick and is ready for CCTI.

· Cheer raffle tickets on sale $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.  

· We need to remind Mary to make the reservation for the park for the spring fling event.

· Look away ceremony went well.

New Business: 
· Canned food drive is underway.  Donations will be given to the Beaumont Food Bank.
· The CPOA will give the CGEA $100 to buy food and donate it to the canned food drive

· Toys for Tots program was discussed and Nick made a motion and Kelly 2nd the motion and motion was passed to participate again this year to receive toys for MSU PA personnel children.  
· Angel Tree was discussed and Nick made a motion and Kelly 2nd the motion and motion was passed to adopt 50 kids’ names from Child Protective Services.  Their names will be placed on a Christmas tree for MSU PA personnel to “adopt” and buy presents for.  

· Chief Gary Joseph will be participating in a marathon in January and requested assistance from the CPOA to solicit sponsors to raise money for his run.  The money will be donated to the CG Foundation in honor of the 7 Guardians who lost their lives recently.  Nick made a motion and Kelly 2nd the motion and motion was passed to support Chief Gary Joseph.
Committee Reports:  
Website:  Scott Whalen (not present at meeting) 
Victor Ramirez will submit minutes to Scott Whalen.
PA:  Victor Ramirez  
Victor will write an article for the Chief’s magazine quarterly newsletter about the following:  beach clean-up, camo x-mas, food drive, VA donation and submit them to Tom Scarmaster on the CPOA website.     
Hail & Farewell:  Ken Campbell 
Kenny Atkins and Tom Geiger are departing 31 December.  Kenny is not requesting a retirement ceremony.  Tom is requesting an official retirement ceremony to be scheduled for December.  

Sick & Distressed:  Ken Campbell 
Bob Stegall sent a thank you letter for the raffle we sponsored to help him out with his medical expenses.  
Offer will be made to Chief Tim Lowe for any help due to his wife’s illness.

Community Involvement:  Mary Sennholtz  
· Linda will send an email soliciting for shampoos, soaps, etc.
· Camo Christmas donations were brought to the VFW.  A thank you note will be sent to the CPOA.

Outstanding Chapter:  Kelly Salassi
· Victor and Kelly need to get together to put together a newsletter.     
Fund Raising:  Nick Beaver
Ideas are being solicited for fund raising activities.  
CGEA:  Victor Ramirez

The CGEA will be given $100 to purchase canned food to donate to the food bank in Beaumont.
Good of the Order:  American Legion memberships are still available.  Dues are $30.00.
-NRA offers free membership to active duty personnel.

-General membership meetings are the third Tuesday of the month.

-Active duty members can get free hunting and fishing licenses in the state of Texas.  Members will have to buy stamps.

Next BOD meeting:  No BOD meeting was established at this time.  CPOA GT officers:
Membership and Hail & Farewell – Ken Campbell

Sick & Distressed – Ken Campbell

Public Affairs & CGEA Liaison – Victor Ramirez

Fundraising – Nick Beaver
Next General Meeting:  Next meeting time was established for Tuesday, 15 December at 1800 at the American Legion Hall in Port Arthur.  New meeting place for meetings is being sought.

Moment of Silence:  Membership observed a moment of silence “In respect for those that have gone before us and our fighting men and women in foreign lands.”

Meeting Adjourned:  Master Chief Lee made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Nick Beaver 2nd the motion.  Meeting adjourned at 1937.

